DAILY<? TITAN 


Monday March 16, 2020 


The Student Voice of California State University, Fullerton 


Volume 107 Issue 24 


PANDEMIC 


Coronavirus pushes classes online 


Student received conflicting 
instructions to self-quarantine 


Housing resident told to 
return to self-isolation one 
hour after being cleared. 


JORDAN MENDOZA 


JESSICA BENDA 
Editors 


This story was _ originally 
published on March 13 at 5:30 
p.m. PST and has been updated 
with the current COVID-19 
figures in Orange County. 

After certain students living 
at Cal State Fullerton were told 
to self-quarantine at 1 am. on 
Wednesday, one of those students 
was told shortly after noon that 
same day that their self-quaran- 
tine was lifted, only for it to get 
put back in place over an hour 
later. 

The student in question was 


quarantined because they may 
have come in contact with some- 
one who may have had contracted 
the novel coronavirus, according 
to emails obtained by the Daily 
Titan. 

One of these students, who 
wishes to remain anonymous due 
to concern of losing their status 
as a student, received an email 
on Wednesday at 12:26 p.m. that 
states “the university has lifted 
your self-quarantine after much 
consultation with the CSUF Infec- 
tious Disease Working Group.” 

At that time, the student had 
already returned to their home 
in Long Beach, CA, where they 
were self-quarantined. Students 
were given the option of returning 
home or being moved to a vacant, 
isolated apartment on campus. 

The student was told to attend 
their classes and informed they 
would be counted as absent if they 


did not attend. But just over an 
hour later, they received another 
email that said the self-quarantine 
was put back in place, and that the 
earlier email was a mistake. 

The student, who lives in Wil- 
low Hall during the semester, said 
they were at the hospital consid- 
ering getting tested when they re- 
ceived the email that their quaran- 
tine was lifted as an error. After 
they were informed of the error, 
they decided to return home. 

“Tt took a full hour — an hour 
and eight minutes — to tell me 
that was a mistake. Thankfully 
I didn’t get that email and head 
back to the school. I was still at 
the hospital when I got that phone 
call that actually it was an error, 
please continue to self-quarantine. 
I could’ve been heading back to 
the school,” the student said. 


SEE SECLUSION | 3 


Orange County holds 
public virtual meeting 


An online town hall was 
held to address reisdents’ 
concerns about COVID-19. 


KRISTINA GARCIA 
Editor 


After California Gov. Gavin 
Newsom’s executive order to 
cancel or postpone large gath- 
erings of more than 250 people, 
the Orange County Health Care 
Agency held a virtual town hall, 
on Thursday, to provide updates 
on the novel coronavirus. 

Orange Unified School Dis- 
trict Board of Education has dis- 
missed students for a two week 
break on March 13 in an abun- 
dance of caution to prevent the 
spread of the new coronavirus. 

That same day, Santa Ana 
Unified School District Board 
of Education closed schools 


through April 10 in the interest 
of public health. 

However, representatives of 
the OC Health Care Agency 
said during the virtual town hall 
that there would be no school 
closures amid overwhelming 
concern from residents about 
COVID-19. There are no cas- 
es in a child or a teacher with 
COVID-19 in Orange Coun- 
ty, said Nichole Quick, an OC 
health officer. 

“That doesn’t stop any par- 
ticular school district, any pri- 
vate company or any venue from 
taking their own action,” said 
Richard Sanchez, the OC Health 
Agency Director. 

There have been a total of 
1,629 cases and 41 deaths re- 
ported in the United States, ac- 
cording to the Centers for Dis- 
ease Control and Prevention. 


SEE HEALTH | 2 


Spring sports 
canceled to prevent 
spread of virus 


The Big West and NCAA ended the seasons of 
basketball, baseball, softball and other programs. 


ADAM MALDONADO 
Editor 


It was a whirlwind of emo- 
tions as the reality of the 
COVID-19 pandemic _final- 
ly navigated its way into the 
realm of sports and brought it 
to a halt for numerous organi- 
zations. For athletes through- 
out all levels of competition, 
the totality of the situation not 
only ended promising seasons, 
but also brought an untimely 
end to some athletes’ careers. 

On Friday, the Big West 
conference board of directors 
decided to forgo their decision 
from indefinitely suspend- 
ing the 2020 spring season to 
canceling all conference and 
non-conference competitions 
and championship events. The 
decision came after the NCAA 
announced on Thursday that 
they were canceling the re- 
maining winter and spring 
sports championships. 

The circumstances of events 
came in the midst of the Big 
West conference men’s and 
women’s basketball tourna- 
ments that were set to take 
place at Walter Pyramid and 


WHAT’S 
INSIDE? 


the Honda Center from March 
10-14. 

The Big West initially set 
for Tuesday afternoon, but 
hours before tip-off of the 
women’s tournament, it was 
announced that the games 
would be played in front of 
empty arenas with fans be- 
ing barred from attendance as 
an early precautionary effort 
against COVID-19. 

Tuesday commenced and the 
women’s tournament complet- 
ed their quarterfinal matchups 
on Wednesday night. Howev- 
er, the next morning at 9:56 
a.m., the Big West announced 
that the league’s tournaments 
would be canceled, just be- 
fore the men’s slate was sched- 
uled to tip-off in the after- 
noon. Friday, however was the 
nail in the coffin for the Big 
West when the conference an- 
nounced the cancellation of all 
spring competition and cham- 
pionship events would go into 
effect. 


SEE CANCELED | 8 


Faculty concerned about 
switch to online teaching 


EDER RAMIREZ / DAILY TITAN 


Administrators answered questions about the virtual instruction plan at March 12’s academic senate meeting. 


Student portal capacity 
to be adjusted to support 
increased TITANium. 


ANTHONY ROBLEDO 
Editor 


EDER RAMIREZ 
Asst. Editor 


As Cal State Fullerton pre- 
pares to transition from in-per- 
son classes to temporary virtu- 
al instruction amid the national 
coronavirus outbreak, faculty 


Editorial: Pandemic won't hinder student voices 
With digital transitions underway, the Daily Titan will go through 


and overcome obstacles to keep readers in the loop. 


Opinion | 6 


members have voiced their con- 
cerns with the switch. 

“Tve talked to some of our 
lecturers who have already gone 
online and they said the learn- 
ing curve is steep. They used the 
word steep five times emphati- 
cally. I want to highlight what a 
huge ask this is of the faculty, es- 
pecially our lecturers who are do- 
ing way more than they are paid 
for,’ said Jon Bruschke, Depart- 
ment of Human Communication 
Studies chair, at the meeting. 

Bruschke was one of the facul- 
ty members who spoke about the 


Disney and Knotts close p 


transition at last week’s Academ- 
ic Senate meeting. 

Amir Dabirian, the vice pres- 
ident of CSUF’s Division of In- 
formation Technology and chief 
information officer, said that 
technology is going to play a big 
role in the transition. 

Audiovisual tools have been 
installed in classrooms to equip 
instructors and professors with 
the appliances they need to 
execute the remote learning 
transition. 


SEE TRANSITION | 2 


arks in light of outbreak 
Disneyland and Knott's Berry 
Farm will remain closed for the 
rest of March to prevent the 
further spreading of COVID-19. 


Lifestyle | 5 


For more updates on COVID-19 and CSUF, follow @thedailytitan on social media or visit dailytitan.com 


FOLLOW US ON TWITTER: @THEDAILYTITAN 


VISIT US AT: DAILYTITAN.COM 
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Zoom Video Communica- 
tions, Inc., a video confer- 
encing program, will be ex- 
pediting their infrastructure 
to meet the campus’ needs, 
Dabirian said. 

In concurrence, Titanium 
will also have its infrastruc- 
ture doubled by IT to accom- 
modate all the traffic that the 
site will receive during the on- 
line instructional period. 

“Half of (my students) have 
never heard of Zoom, and so 
maybe they need some kind 
of email telling them what to 
do,” said Ken Walicki, a music 
professor. 

Walicki said he also has 
concerns with how the closure 
and cancellation of all pro- 
ductions and concerts for the 
spring 2020 semester would 
affect his students. 

“I get students who their se- 
nior recitals and/or graduate 
recitals are actually their cap- 
stones,” Walicki said. “It’s not 
a matter of canceling it and 
letting them pass. They use 
the recordings of these recit- 
als to get professional gigs or 
to go into grad school and now 
they can’t do it, so what do I 
do?” 

CSUF President Fram Virjee 
said the recitals could carry on 
with a limit on how many au- 
dience members could attend. 
He also said that during this 
time the primary goal is the 
health and safety for the cam- 
pus community. 

“The second, which is an al- 
most equally important goal, 
is maintaining the academic 
process and the delivery of ed- 
ucation so that we don’t inter- 
fere with the progress for our 


Voluntary but strongly encouraged virtual instruction. 


Twoday technol: with mandatory virtual /nstructian 
a —n otherwise 


trial 
face-to-face sessions permitted onless 
approved by the respective Dean. 


students,” Virjee said. 

Virjee also referenced the 
reports of self-quarantined 
students in student housing. 

“There are no confirmed or 
potential coronavirus (cases) 
on our campus,” he said. “That 
ran through the campus yester- 
day and ran through last week. 
There is nothing like that hap- 
pening on the campus.” 

However, specific students 
in housing were instructed to 
self-quarantine through an 
email sent out by Hallie Hunt, 


sessions permitted unless 
the respective Dean. 


Norinstructional days — faculty and 
staff to make final adjustments. 


the dean of students . 

Provost Pamella Oliver said 
that all faculty will be re- 
quired to engage in virtual in- 
struction when it is mandato- 
ry, and professors who refuse 
to cooperate will be dealt with 
on a case-by-case basis. 

Virjee clarified that excep- 
tions will be made for cours- 
es that must be taught in per- 
son, including laboratory and 
hands-on courses. 

These courses will need 
to receive approval to hold 


Mandatory virtual instruction — no face-to-face dass 
atherwise approved by 
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face-to-face sessions during 
mandatory virtual instruction 
days. 

He said he feels comfort- 
able and safe with this because 
the dispersion of students will 
allow them to maintain the 
necessary distance from one 
another. 

Beyond the technical test 
days, two non-instructional 
days will be held on March 23 
and 24 where faculty will be 
expected to attend campus to 
plan for the next month. The 


purpose of this is to make sure 
faculty understands how to use 
Zoom and how it will impact 
students. 

According to Mary Becer- 
ra, a representative of the Di- 
vision of Student Affairs, Dis- 
abled Student Services will 
abide by the virtual instruc- 
tion schedule. 

Disabled Student Services 
has reviewed and will accom- 
modate all courses where stu- 
dents with specific disabilities 
need technological support. 

“If any faculty hears of a 
student specifically in distress 
over this, they can also go to 
our counseling center and re- 
quest to meet with a coun- 
selor around COVID-19 con- 
cerns,” Becerra said. “Student 
Affairs is open for business 
and we have professionals al- 
ready identified and rallied to 
help students in this particular 
situation.” 

Dabirian said that laptops 
will be available for faculty 
and students use, but requests 
must be approved by a chair, 
as laptops are extremely limit- 
ed in numbers. 

“We have 1,400 part-time 
faculty,” Dabirian said. “We 
have about 400 laptops right 
now available for part-time 
faculty or distribution.” 

The mandatory online in- 
struction period will occur 
from March 25 to April 26. 

“This is a very fluid process 
as you can see,” Virjee said. 
“Every hour, a new event oc- 
curs or a new decision is made 
with respect to not only what’s 
happening on our campus, 
but what’s happening in the 
CSU system, across our state, 
across the country.” 


Health: 


CONTINUED FROM | 1 

The OC Health Care Agency has 
reported 17 confirmed cases of the 
new coronavirus in the county with 
11 cases being travel-related and no 
deaths as of Saturday. 

The panel would not disclose 
which cities the cases were found 
in. 

Residents expressed their dis- 
agreement in the form of Facebook 
comments as the town hall was 
streamed live, and for individuals 
who listened over the phone, they 
could press zero on their keypad to 
vocalize questions and concerns. 

“You guys are on this call be- 
cause you care deeply about it. We 
hope that you take the information 
you hear tonight and share it with 
your neighbors, your friends and 
your loved ones in relation to this,” 
said Molly Nichelson, an OC pub- 
lic information manager. 

As of Wednesday, the World 
Health Organization character- 
ized COVID-19 as a controllable 
pandemic. 

The county board of supervisors 
declared a local emergency on Feb. 
26 in an effort to prepare for a po- 
tential outbreak. However, the risk 
of infection to the public in Orange 


County 


County is “believed to be low,” ac- 
cording to the OC Health Care 
Agency website. 

As of March 14, there are 1,108 
test kits available to the county’s 
Health Care Agency Public Health 
Laboratory. 

“We have sufficient test kits sup- 
plied at our local public health lab 
for the time being. We do not have 
a shortage of our test kit supplies,” 
Quick said. 

Doctor’s offices do not have test 
kits, and the only individuals being 
tested are those who meet the cri- 
teria of the highest-risk population. 
This includes older adults aged 60 
and up and people who have seri- 
ous chronic health conditions such 
as heart disease, lung disease or 
diabetes. 

According to the CDC, symp- 
toms to look out for include 
coughing, fever and shortness of 
breath within two to 14 days after 
exposure. 

Tests are being run at FDA-cer- 
tified labs such as LabCorp and 
Quest Diagnostics. Individuals who 
would like to be tested outside of 
the high-risk category need to visit 
their private doctor and get a writ- 
ten referral. 


officials 


A caller from Irvine said she dis- 
played symptoms of COVID-19 
and spoke to her doctor, but she 
was informed that she didn’t qual- 
ify for the CDC’s criteria. She later 
called the health line that the panel 
continuously referred people to. 

Despite all her efforts, she said 
she felt that she was left without 
clear aid. 

“T feel that I exhausted my re- 
sources. I am in contact with a fair- 
ly large number of elderly adults 
and want to get tested but I don’t 
know what else to do,’ she said. 

Quick told the caller to con- 
tact her health provider because 
tests are only given to individuals 
who meet the high-risk population 
criteria. 

Amid the different subpopula- 
tions to take into account were con- 
cerns surrounding the homeless 
populations. 

The OC Health Care Agency 
has a staff of workers who travel 
to different homeless shelters and 
provide guidance on implementing 
infection control procedures and 
keeping the facilities hygienic. 

“We have been working non- 
stop here at the county,’ Nichelson 
said. “My parents, we hear you. My 


host Q&A panel 


folks that are in the 60-and-up age 
bracket, we hear you.” 

The CDC recommends wash- 
ing hands in hot or cold water for 
20 seconds with soap and water 
and to avoid touching their face to 
help prevent the spread of germs. If 


Oc health = 


CARE AGENCY 


there are no hand washing stations, 
then use at least 60% antibacterial 
sanitizer. 

For more updates on the status of 
COVID-19 in Orange County, re- 
fer to http://www.ochealthinfo.com/ 
novel_coronavirus. 


Health Referral Lin 
(800) 564-8448 


OC HEALTH CARE AGENCY LIVE STREAM 
Nichole Quick, an OC health officer, answered residents’ questions. 
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SWANA students advocate for resources 


Efforts for a resource center 
continue with a presentation 
to the board of directors. 


KARINA GUTIERREZ 
Asst. Editor 


Members of the Southwest Asian 
North African community, which is 
also known as SWANA, met with 
Associated Students Inc. at Tues- 
day’s board of directors meeting to 
present their wishes to the board 
and continue working towards a 
long-term resolution. 

As of January, the SWANA club 
has been a registered organization 
under Student Life and Leadership 
following the positive response the 
group received from SWANA week 
last semester. 

SWANA is an umbrella orga- 
nization for other like identifying 
clubs such as the Lebanese Social 
Club, the Students for Justice in Pal- 
estine and the Iranian Student As- 
sociation. Even before its establish- 
ment, members of the organization 
have been working towards more 
resources and recognition from the 
university. More recently, SWANA 
took to the ASI town hall in Feb- 
ruary and vocalized their concerns 
and need for change. 

“Hopefully, we want to make this 
SWANA club a form of resources 
and just a community for campus 
and for members,” said Lulu Halisi, 
diversity chair of the club’s organi- 
zation. “‘So this is kind of just like a 
support system.” 


The SWANA — community 


currently lacks a resource center of 
their own. The organization com- 
mended the Asian Pacific Resource 
Center for welcoming the commu- 
nity in their space, but noted that the 
two regions are from different or- 
ders of the world and that the area 
is not large enough for everyone’s 
needs. “We want to implement 
something that lasts even after we 
graduate and that also goes hand 
in hand with the supporting staff,’ 
Halisi said. “We only have four 
years here, the supporting staff does 
stay longer so they kind of mentor 
students and give them what they 
want and need.” 

In the presentation, Halisi said 
that the lack of representation from 
the university has been an ongoing 
issue for years, leaving future stu- 
dents to push for recognition even 
from the Cal State Fullerton pres- 
ident. Melanie Therrien, a repre- 
sentative for the College of Hu- 
manities and Social Sciences, said 
that President Virjee was asked 
about the SWANA community but 
directed the question to another 
department. 

“Tt’s not another department. He’s 
the face of Cal State Fullerton so 
these are things that he has to deal 
with too and he has to address it,’ 
Therrien said. “Expediting that 
meeting with the president is im- 
portant because if our students are 
mobilizing like this without the sup- 
port of anybody in administration, 
that’s telling me something, telling 
everybody something.” 

ASI President Aaron Aguilar 
said that the topic of funding was 


a continuous conversation with ad- 
ministrators, but offered to have an 
ally training as a short-term solution 
before the establishment of a center 
for the community. 

While SWANA members agreed 
that it would be an effective way 
to educate the public, they said too 
much responsibility would fall on 
the shoulders of the students and 
that it would be best to have a center 
and staff first. 

“T can’t really advocate for any 
allied training until SWANA has 
a center or has an actual advisor,’ 
said Keya Allen, ASI executive di- 
rector. “Because when you have 
ally training, you have to go back to 
the actual center to have an expert 
help on that cultural competence.” 

Allen reminded the board that 
there was only so much AST could 
do; hiring staff or creating an ally 
training is not in their jurisdiction. 
She suggested that SWANA go 
through the application process to 
acquire space on campus as other 
clubs and organizations have done 
in the past. 

“T don’t want to say, ‘hey, let’s be- 
gin to make changes to something 
that we do for all other students.’ 
Opening that up would really pro- 
vide a negative image of preferential 
treatment,’ Allen said. 

Some members of the board re- 
called how the LGBTQ Resource 
Center was first supported and op- 
erated by ASI which allowed a larg- 
er conversation with the universi- 
ty before it became part of what is 
now the Diversity Initiatives and 
Resource Centers, also known as 


Affiliation, CS 
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(From left to right): Students Hanin Sharif, Seleena Mukbel, Lulu Halisi and 
Karimah Al Omari present at the ASI Board of Directors meeting. 


DIRC. Therrien spoke about the 
lack of room in the diversity initia- 
tives, which is located on the first 
floor of Pollak Library South, in re- 
gards to the SWANA community in 
acquiring their own space. 

“This is an issue that’s been go- 
ing on and it seems like there’s over- 
sight at the university level because 
there’s not enough space in DIRC. 
Is it big enough to serve all of the 
students that it probably should? 
And so, if it can start with us now, 
why not?” Therrien said. 

The topic of a temporary space 
was brought up several times but 


was met with hobstacles such as 
placement and the extended process 
needed to get there. 

It was concluded that a resolution 
would be a topic that could contin- 
ue into the next board meeting and 
would be brought up again with the 
university’s administration. 

“There’s still a lot of work that 
needs to be done and it’s going to 
extend past our term,” Aguilar said. 
“But I think that’s where you may 
see a lot of folks in the room are 
willing to come back to this loca- 
tion and continue to do the work 
next year.” 


Seclusion: CSUF sends contradicting emails 


CONTINUED FROM | 1 

Hallie Hunt, the dean of stu- 
dents, sent the series of emails to 
the quarantined student. Hunt has 
not responded to the requests to 
comment. 

In a conversation with Dennis 
Jackson, associate director of Hous- 
ing and Residential Engagement, 
the student said they wanted to get 
tested as a precaution, but the uni- 
versity was not prepared to test for 


the virus and the student said they 
were not given guidance on how to 
get tested. “He said if I want to get 
tested I should, but he didn’t say, 
or no one else besides that, nobody 
told me, “You should go here to get 
tested, we recommend this hospital, 
we recommend this county facility.’ 
No, none of that happened,” the stu- 
dent said. 

The student said they have not 
been tested for COVID-19 and have 


not shown any symptoms. The Stu- 
dent Wellness center said that they 
are able to coordinate testing un- 
der the guidance of the local health 
department, but are not testing stu- 
dents on campus. Jenni Brundage, 
the director of housing, notified the 
housing community on Wednesday 
at 5:53 p.m. that three students were 
quarantined off-campus. 

As of yesterday, there are 17 con- 
firmed cases of the coronavirus in 


Orange County. Seven of the con- 
firmed cases are people who are of 
the ages of 18 through 49. 
According to the Orange Coun- 
ty Health Agency, people should 
self-quarantine if they have traveled 
to a place with COVID-19 activity 
or been in contact with someone di- 
agnosed with the virus. Those who 
choose to do so should be quaran- 
tined 14 days from the last day of 
possible exposure. In an email sent 


to students on Thursday night, Pres- 
ident Fram Virjee stated there are 
still zero presumptive or confirmed 
cases of COVID-19 on or related to 
campus. Virjee also said that the 
university’s transition to virtual in- 
struction will be accelerated, start- 
ing with voluntary online classes 
that began on Thursday and will 
continue to Monday. 

Noah Biesiada contributed to this 
article 


New leaders elected 
to represent students 


Voters pick Marcus Reveles 
and Skylar Soria as ASI 
president and vice president. 


BRANDON KILLMAN 
Editor 


TALIA CANTLEY 
Asst. Editor 


After focusing their campaign on 
advocacy, enhancing the Titan ex- 
perience and visibility, 

Marcus Reveles and Skylar Soria 
have been elected as the new Asso- 
ciated Students Inc. president and 
vice president. 

ASI elections concluded on 
Wednesday night as Reveles and 
Soria won with 976 votes. Their op- 
ponents Isaac Gonzalez and Amaya 
Gregory received 486 votes while 
350 students chose not to vote for 
either team, said Khai Hoang, the 
elections director for ASI. 

While the voting party on cam- 
pus was canceled due to ongoing 
public health concerns, voting still 
took place on the digital sphere. 
Last year, 9% of the campus voted. 

This year, the voter turnout was 
at 4.6%, Hoang said. 

The president-elect said the first 
thing he plans to do as the student 
body president is to mold the execu- 
tive team to his liking, starting with 
the chief inclusion and diversity of- 
ficer. The position was introduced 
to the administration for the first 
time this year. Reveles said he envi- 
sions a member of one of the cam- 
pus’ cultural communities filling 
the position. 

“T want to make sure whoever 
fills this position is someone who 
wants to be involved and represent 
marginalized communities on cam- 
pus and understands the struggle 
that these communities go through,” 
Reveles said. Although Gonzalez 
and Gregory were confronted with 


a loss, they are still determined to 
make positive advancements at Cal 
State Fullerton. “We firmly believe 
you don’t need a title to make an 
impact. We have so many student 
activists and student leaders that ar- 
ent directly involved in ASI, that 
makes such a huge footprint on this 
campus,” Gregory said. Along with 
the presidential winners comes a 
slew of new board of directors exec- 
utives for each college on campus. 

The College of the Arts will be 
represented by Tina Thomas and 
Ramon Aquino. 

Mihaylo College of Business and 
Economics will be directed by Se- 
lene Hanna and George Hannawi. 

Jakob Wright and Seleena Muk- 
bel were elected to the College of 
Communications. 

The representatives for the Col- 
lege of Education are Monique 
Lynch and Jarrod Ventura. Radhi- 
ka Sharma and Austin Murrell have 
been chosen for the College of En- 
gineering and Computer Science. 

The College of Health and Hu- 
man Development has a single rep- 
resentative: Adriana Fernandez. 

The two seats for the College of 
Humanities and Social Sciences 
will be occupied by Erick Murillo 
and Maria Linares. 

Finally, Andrea Cortes and Carl 
Zarate will represent the College 
of Natural Sciences and Mathemat- 
ics. In addition, 10 students were 
brought on as members of the ASI 
board of trustees. 

Going forward into the 2020-21 
school year, Reveles plans to unite 
the campus by engaging every cor- 
ner of its diversity. 

“There’s so many students that 
just want to have a community on 
campus. They just want to have fun 
and want their college life to be as 
best as possible, and so I want to 
be a part of that and make sure that 
students get that,” he said 
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Show 
EVIE 


Netflix immerses viewers 
with a heartwarming story in 
the supernatural genre. 


ANTHONY ROBLEDO 
Editor 


The Netflix original series, “I 
Am Not Okay with This,” suc- 
ceeds at telling an emotionally 
riveting story in seven episodes. 
Its short length does not prevent 
it from successfully merging 
angsty teen drama and super- 
natural genres. 

The series comes from Chris- 
ty Hall, a producer of “Strang- 
er Things,’ and Jonathan En- 
twistle, a director from “The 
End of the F***ing World,” “I 
Am Not Okay with This” cap- 
tures the essence of both shows, 
and fans can expect that their 
expectations will be met. 

The short length of the first 
season does not demand great 
commitment, as its binging ex- 
perience is similar to watching 
a feature film. 

The story follows Sydney 
Novak, played by Sophia Lil- 
lis, who describes herself as 
a “boring seventeen-year-old 
white girl.’ Sydney is a pessi- 
mistic introvert trying to adjust 
to her new life in a small town. 
Like any angsty teen character, 
Sydney has a difficult relation- 
ship with her mother, and she 
is dealing with the loss of her 
father. 

After dealing with her fa- 
ther’s recent suicide, a rough 
transition to a new school and 
the loss of her best friend’s at- 
tention to a new boyfriend, Syd- 
ney tries therapy. Unfortunately, 
it’s not enough to help her han- 
dle the emotional distress she is 
experiencing. After a difficult 
day, Sydney releases her anger 


by destroying things with her 
mind, a perfectly normal activi- 
ty for a supernatural being. 

Like Eleven from “Strang- 
er Things,” Sydney must learn 
to control her abilities, as she 
worries about hurting people. 
This adds to her problems and 
insecurities about feeling like a 
freak. She is unable to control 
her powers, only unleashing de- 
struction when her stress levels 
are high. 

Sydney turns to Stanley Bar- 
ber, played by fellow “It” star 
Wyatt Oleff, a confident yet 
peculiar teen who discovers 
Sydney’s abilities, befriends 
her and begins to fall for her. 
Stanley becomes a sympathet- 
ic character that fans can’t help 
but love. 

Exposition is given through 
narration, which is often seen 


_ 


as an unoriginal and lazy way 
of communicating a story back 
to the audience. However, Syd- 
ney’s narration is directed to- 
ward a private diary that her 
therapist instructed her to write 
all her thoughts in. Her use of 
foul language not only gives the 
audience information, but cap- 
tures her frustrated and pessi- 
mistic personality, resembling 
Winona Ryder’s character in the 
“80s film “Heathers”. 

The series captures the feel- 
ing of an ‘80s teen drama with 
its wardrobe choices and nos- 
talgic references. However, un- 
like “Stranger Things,” it’s ev- 
ident that this show likely takes 
place in the present with mod- 
ern technology like iPhones and 
modern soda bottle designs. 

The platonic chemistry be- 
tween Sydney and_ Stanley 


Q 
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creates a comedic viewing ex- 
perience. Both coming from 
challenging backgrounds, Stan- 
ley’s optimistic personality con- 
trasts with Sydney’s hopeless 
attitude. 

The series explores Sydney’s 
sexual orientation and the chal- 
lenges that arise from her con- 
fusion. Beyond representation, 
this storyline adds to the pro- 
tagonist’s issue of not fitting in. 
Sydney is compelling to view- 
ers because she is easy to sym- 
pathize with. 

While focusing more on be- 
ing a coming-of-age story, the 
subtle elements of suspense and 
science fiction define the series. 
After each episode, Sydney’s 
abilities intensify and_ threat- 
en the safety of those around 
her. Based on the ending of the 
first season, the second season 
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Teen drama entwines dark themes 


promises a greater focus on the 
supernatural aspect of the story. 
Hopefully, a greater insight into 
the origin of her abilities will 
be provided. 

Viewers of the series will be 
immersed in a heartwarming 
tale that incorporates dark mo- 
ments. The series does not hold 
back and takes extremity to the 
max. 

Without being restricted by 
filling up an hour-long slot, 
censoring language or pathet- 
ic special effects, “I Am Not 
Okay with This” is more than 
OK. The story is straight to the 
point, and does not waste any 
time on clever exposition. The 
show tells the story of a young 
girl who has experienced dis- 
tress in her life but continues 
to face more problems day after 
day. 
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Titans publically showcase vocal abilities 


TALIA CANTLEY / DAILY TITAN 


Allison Wong performs a rendition of “It’s Over Isn't It” from the animated series “Steven Universe” in the Titan Student Union Pavilions at Titans Got Talent on Mar. 9. 


Talent show gives artists 
an enriching experience to 
compete and perform. 


TALIA CANTLEY 
Asst. Edtior 
EMMA DAPKUS 
Staff Writer 


Tricia Tran, a vocal educa- 
tion major, was announced the 
winner of Titans Got Talent on 
Mondayafter performing her 
cover of Demi Lovato’s “Stone 
Cold.” 

Taking second and _ third 
place were Allison Wong and 
Gavin Braun, who both show- 
cased their vocal talents. Wong 
performed a rendition of “It’s 
Over Isn’t It” from the animat- 
ed television series, “Steven 


Universe,” and Braun won his 
spot with a cover of the 1941 
classic jazz song, “At Last,” fa- 
mously written by Harry War- 
ren and performed by Etta 
James. 

Cal State Fullerton’s Associ- 
ated Students Inc. Productions 
held the event at the Titan Stu- 
dent Union pavilions, featuring 
a total of 20 acts. 

The night kicked off with a 
hip-hop routine from CSUF’s 
K-pop dance team, Seoul.Ful. 
Even though the show itself 
consisted of few deviations 
from singing, there was one 
other dance routine performed 
by Steven Nguyen, who con- 
tinued the K-pop dance theme 
with a solo choreo to “Fancy” 
by TWICE. 

The judging panel consisted 
of four entertainment experts: 


CSUF professor and music pro- 
ducer Amani Roberts, manager 
of operations training for en- 
tertainment and leadership de- 
velopment at Disneyland Dana 
White, former TV _ producer 
for “The Bachelor” Naz Perez 
and professional singer Ranella 
Ferrera. 

Tran, whose solo received 
cheers from the audience, said 
she was grateful for the new 
friends she met in the process 
of preparing for the show. 

“I don’t really get outside of 
the CPAC on campus, so I’m re- 
ally glad I got to meet a lot of 
people and kind of see people 
finding songs, which is super 
cool,” Tran said. 

She said she was also de- 
lighted to see that some of her 
friends surprised her that night 
and showed their support. 


Vocal performance major Ki- 
ana Hamzehi is a friend of the 
new titleholder, and said the 
main reason she attended was 
to support Tran. Like Tran, 
Hamzehi also said she enjoys 
events that unite people across 
campus. 

“It helps bring people togeth- 
er,’ Hamzehi said. “I’m sure 
that everyone that was partici- 
pating in the show didn’t know 
each other before so you get to 
know more people and you get 
to support your fellow Titans in 
their artistic endeavors.” 

Jacob Fry, the union and spe- 
cial programming coordinator 
for ASI and organizer of the 
event, said he has been passion- 
ate about hosting the show since 
he applied for the position. 

Fry said that although he 
wished for more unique acts, 


he could not have been hap- 
pier with how the night went 
and the 220 audience members 
who showed their support. Fry 
said that it is important to pro- 
duce events like this because he 
wants to provide students with 
an opportunity to perform on- 
stage in a professional setting 
as it has been years since CSUF 
hosted Titans Got Talent. 

“It’s really important in my 
mindset to be able to one: show- 
case a talent at our university, 
but two: to create an enriching 
event for our students at CSUF 
who want to perform to have 
some type of enriching experi- 
ence,” Fry said. 

He said he hopes that this 
will be an occasion to look for- 
ward to for years to come, and 
that it will continue to be host- 
ed by future ASI members. 


Orange 


Disneyland and Knott's 
Berry Farm close in light of 
the COVID-19 outbreak. 


BRIANA TORRES 
Editor 
TAYLOR ARREY 
Asst. Editor 


As schools transition to virtu- 
al instruction and offices reduce 
their staff, people are faced with 
time off from work. Time they 
might have wished to spend get- 
ting lost in the magic of their 
favorite amusement parks. But 
even magic isn’t immune to 
the effects of the coronavirus 


County 


outbreak as Disneyland and Cal- 
ifornia Adventure parks closed 
their gates on March 14. 

The unforeseen closure will 
go down in history as the third 
time Disneyland has_ closed 
since its opening in 1955. The 
first closure in 1963 mourned 
President Kennedy’s death, and 
the second grieved the nation’s 
losses from Sept. 11. 

After placing signs encourag- 
ing guests to wash their hands 
with soap for at least 20 sec- 
onds and creating additional 
hand sanitizer stations, Disne- 
yland decided that it needed to 
take more serious precautions 
against the rapid spread of the 
coronavirus. 


theme parks close gates 


Closure of both theme parks 
comes after the state of Califor- 
nia declared a state of emergen- 
cy, and the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention declared 
that COVID-19 is a pandemic. 

According to the CDC’s web- 
site, there have been 224 report- 
ed cases in California. Disney- 
land stated that there have been 
no reported or confirmed cases 
of COVID-19 at Disneyland Re- 
sort. But, the closures of both 
parks will continue in response 
to Governor Gavin Newsom’s 
executive order, which said that 
gatherings of 250 or more peo- 
ple “should be postponed or 
canceled.” 

Disneyland cast members will 


5, 


be paid during the closure, and 
the company said they will ac- 
commodate guests who wish to 
change or cancel their visits as 
well as provide necessary re- 
funds for hotel reservations. 

For annual pass holders who 
have valid passports during this 
time period, the company will 
be extending the expiration date 
based on the type of pass and 
level of access during the clo- 
sure. Passholders can expect to 
see this extended date in their 
passport account prior to Dis- 
neyland’s reopening, accord- 
ing to a statement made by the 
company. 

The Disneyland Resort hotels 
will remain open until March 16 
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to give guests time to make trav- 
el arrangements. 

Knott’s Berry Farm followed 
suit and closed after Richard 
Zimmerman, chief executive 
officer for the Cedar Entertain- 
ment Company said in a state- 
ment on March 13, “We con- 
tinue to follow guidance from 
local and state officials, as well 
as the Centers for Disease Con- 
trol. While there have been no 
confirmed cases of COVID-19 at 
our properties, we believe this is 
the right decision for our guests, 
associates, and community.” 

Similar to Disneyland, Knott’s 
Berry Farm said it will be work- 
ing with guests who have reser- 
vations or prepaid tickets, and 
guests can request re-bookings 
or refunds through email. The 
Knott’s Berry Farm Hotel and 
the California Marketplace will 
remain open. 

With these Orange County 
staples closing their gates to pre- 
vent the spread of COVID-19, 
it’s no surprise that other major 
amusement parks in California 
are taking the same precautions. 
Universal Studios Hollywood 
paused their movie-magic park 
on March 14, and Six Flags 
Magic Mountain in  Valen- 
cia, California also closed their 
doors. 

Despite the —circumstanc- 
es, Disneyland is not letting 
the chaos of the pandemic stop 
them from bringing magic to 
the world as they announced 
via Twitter that they will be do- 
nating excess food to Second 
Harvest Food Bank of Orange 
County, an organization that the 
company has been working with 
since 2014. 

According to the respective 
parks, their closures will last 
through at least the end of the 
month, with Universal Studios 
Hollywood being the first to re- 
open on March 28. 
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Editors voluntarily self-quarantine after trip 


The COVID-19 pandemic has caused rapid changes to our daily lives with 
classes going online, all athletics events canceled and mass gatherings banned by 
the state if they draw a crowd of at least 250. 

Retail stores and supermarkets have seen a significant increase in demand as 
people frantically purchase items in bulk to prepare to practice social distancing 
in the up-coming weeks. 

Most notably, the media is saturated with COVID-19 updates, from sta- 
tistics and locations of the outbreak to the variety of reactions from different 
communities. 

Some people in Southern California have had their jobs drastically impacted, 
the Daily Titan staff included. Despite our limitations as we transition into a 
more remote production, we are going to continue working diligently to put out 
news that pertains to the Cal State Fullerton community. 

This past week, editors Jordan Mendoza, Kim Pham, Jessica Benda and Adam 
Maldonado took a trip to New York City for the College Media Association’s 
spring convention. Just when the university implemented a suspension of non-es- 
sential travel, the editors were airborne and set to arrive at LaGuardia Airport in 
a few hours. 

While at the convention, many speakers and presentations were canceled and 
some schools decided not to make the trip. 

New York City mayor Bill de Blasio declared a state of emergency, and a group 
trip to the theater was canceled as Broadway went dark for the first time since 
2007. While the streets were still busy — albeit less than usual — there was 
something clearly off in the city that never sleeps. 

Transparency has always been a core value of our paper, and it’s important to 
our staff, readers and the student body to understand our intentions during this 
time. 

The four editors who traveled have decided to self-quarantine to prevent any 
possible spread of the coronavirus to our families, coworkers and CSUF’s student 
body. 

While the four editors remain healthy and have not shown symptoms of the vi- 
rus, we are still choosing to take this preventative measure rather than react to 
the consequences. 

This was not mandated by anyone and it is a decision that we arrived at to po- 
tentially decrease further spread of the virus, however slim the odds may be. As 
of Sunday night, there has been no confirmed cases of COVID-19 on our campus, 
and we want it to stay that way. 

Although this problem isn’t going to disappear anytime soon, it’s important to 
remember the good in the world. New York was still incredible with pizza and 
comedy clubs — many of the jokes were at the expense of COVID-19. We can 
readily say it was worth the trip. 

During this time period, the Daily Titan will continue to publish stories and re- 
port on the news that surrounds the university. We will regularly update our read- 
ers on the COVID-19 pandemic and the university’s responses to it. 

Our voices and yours will not be silenced by county and campus restrictions 
related to COVID-19. 


Even when we printed only one issue this past week, our staff at home and in 
New York were working tirelessly to break the news of the campus’ transition to 
an online platform and the students in housing being self-quarantined. Our edi- 
tors were not required to work during their week off; they wanted to because we 
have an obligation to report. 

Though the feeling of uncertainty is heightened, it is critical to maintain a 
sense of normalcy through this unique time. In the coming weeks, change will be 
unavoidable as the world grapples with organizing and planning methods to con- 
tinue our day to day lives. 

Sports fans and art devotees may find themselves at a loss with a surge of event 
cancellations underway as organizations and institutions take a precautionary 
step toward containing COVID-19. As a result, the sports and lifestyle desk will 
also see a huge decline in event coverage. 

Despite the loss, the respective sections will continue to work just as hard, if 
not harder, to produce content. There are countless stories that need to be report- 
ed, even if it doesn’t require the gathering of hundreds of people or in-person 
interactions. 

As we continue to navigate this unfamiliar territory, it is our hope that the Dai- 
ly Titan will be nothing short of an anchor. For this upcoming week, we will con- 
tinue to print daily and monitor the ongoing pandemic. Though none of us know 
what the future looks like, we can say for certain that our hearts will still be with 
the paper. 

It is important now more than ever to circulate accurate and honest information 
as panic has the potential to become more dangerous than the virus itself. 

There are countless reports of people unnecessarily hoarding items, limit- 
ing the supply for those who actually need it and displaying xenophobia toward 
Southeast Asians out of racial ignorance for the ways the virus spreads. This type 
of behavior will only make the escalating situation worse as this time of crisis 
calls for unity, not discord. 

To say that we didn’t expect the semester to go this way would be an under- 
statement. Only a couple months ago, COVID-19 seemed distant, and now it’s on 
our doorstep. 

It’s OK to feel fear regarding the coronavirus — it’s something we don’t fully 
understand and that can be unnerving. But, the world has faced many scary situa- 
tions and has gotten through all of them. We will get through this too. 

The Daily Titan will take caution to make sure that we are considering the con- 
cerns of everyone we interview, whether we talk from a distance or conduct inter- 
views by phone. The safety of our readers and sources is just as important as us. 

The four editors who traveled will be monitoring each other during this time, 
and if their good health continues, they look forward to being able to go out in 
public (with some social distancing) once again and back to working the job that 
we all put our hearts and souls in. 

The following month or two will consist of many trials and errors, potentially 
a lot of the latter. Transitioning to a digital workflow and learning space is going 
to serve as a challenge for all of us, but it is a challenge we’re going to conquer 
together. 
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Opinion 7 


Despite of everything, Titans will be OK 


Maintaining an optimistic 
outlook will provide comfort 
during times of crisis. 


REBECCA MENA 
Editor 


With a deluge of email updates 
and countless rumors escalating 
across campus, students can’t 
help but feel a surge of panic 
and lingering despair for the up- 
coming weeks. The COVID-19 
pandemic has left Cal State Ful- 
lerton’s activities up for deliber- 
ation. College life will surely go 
through changes that will leave 
students in the dark, especially 
when transparency hasn’t been 
up to the standards that students 
hold for their school. 

As universities across the na- 
tion begin to phase out in-class 
instruction and move to web- 
based lectures, CSUFand its sis- 
ter campuses will also follow 
suit. 

Students whose routine of 
walking into a lecture class with 
a coffee in hand will now have 
to get accustomed to waking 
up, turning on their Keurig and 
watching a professor’s lesson 
through a computer screen. 

Prepare to dive into the mun- 
dane lifestyle of online classes 
— time management and disci- 
pline will be the new academ- 
ic frustration. Even if blinds are 
pulled and windows are opened, 
rays of sunshine and positivity 
will not come in easily. 

Doom and gloom are sure to 
block out what little joy is left 
in this mess of a mass. When 
fun classes, club events, stu- 
dent-made galleries and concerts 
rush down the drain coupled 
with the pouring rain, many stu- 
dents will run into a proverbial 
blocked-off alleyway and think, 
“Now what?” 

All of the above, combined 
with the disappointment  ex- 
pressed toward the school af- 
ter managing information 
about housing students being 


quarantined in a questionable 
way, CSUF is headed toward a 
period of mistrust and life alter- 
ation. Leaving the student body 
with many questions and few an- 
swers on how to handle the novel 
coronavirus. 

With the number of public 
concerns and cases increasing 
almost as fast as the virus itself, 
people on social media are start- 
ing to realize the circumstances 
are turning grimmer than origi- 
nally thought. 

But, do not tweet those wails 
of worry just yet. 

Put that phone, which is 
plagued with an abundance of 
information about election-year 
and the COVID-19 pandemic, 
down. It isn’t healthy for anyone 
to ruminate over the people with 
power who have tried to mini- 
mize unnecessary damage and 
failed millions while doing so. 

Although transitioning into 
new methods of learning and do- 
ing assignments is never easy, 
dwelling over the inevitable 
hardships shouldn’t pull down 
the blinds on windows of oppor- 
tunities big or small. 

When preaching about reliev- 
ing stress, it’s safe to assume that 
telling someone to relax isn’t 
enough to lessen the anxieties. 

No one has the right to be tell- 
ing others to take a chill pill. 
When someone wants to take the 
stress off of people’s shoulders 
for the sake of not letting that 
stress weaken their immune sys- 
tem, then maybe they do deserve 
to prescribe a dosage of ease. 

Many students will find them- 
selves with more free time when 
scheduling their online academ- 
ic duties. Without the need to 
wake up early to commute, walk 
around campus and drive back 
home in stalling traffic, those 
hours will instead grant students 
the time to watch the movies and 
shows they have been pushing 
away for some time. 

Despite advising for social dis- 
tancing and maintaining six feet 
of space between each other, 


relationships don’t have to jump 
through obstacles just to keep 
in touch and have fun. Being 
at home with family for a long 
time comes with an opportu- 
nity to bond. But for those who 
live in the dorms or away from 
close friends and relatives, there 
is an abundance of communi- 
cation methods available: tex- 


ting, phone calls, video chats and 


online gaming. 

However, there is that one el- 
ephant in the room: the hefty 
subject of how modified sources 
of income will affect lifestyles. 
Some of CSUF’s resources are 
limited to loaned computers, 
phone plan assistance and car 
rentals — which can be a huge 
plus for students who need them 
to adjust to new routines. But 


thankfully, California govern- 
ment benefits and companies like 
Spectrum and U-Haul are begin- 
ning to push harder to help out 
students who will have to rely on 
alternative resources outside of 
CSUF. 

With help underway and the 
shared samaritan values between 
Titans, hope will never be out of 
reach in times like these. 


REBECCA MENA/ DAILY TITAN 


Classes aren’t the only thing moving online! 


Stay connected and help us find Tuffy. 


dailytitan.com / @thedailytitan 
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SONG OF THE WEEK 


Life: the Biggest Troll 
Childish Gambino 


Follow the Spotify Playlist: BITITg TUT =) 


Life do be trolling sometimes. 


-Hosam Elattar, Asst. News Editor 


ZOOM STARTER PACK 


Y Don't connect to audio 


Y Turn off my video 


FEEDBACK 


SOLIPSISM 


BY: ALEX BOSSERMAN 


I’m in space in the day, 


chasing ideas that slip away, 


daydreamin’. 
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Titan offense shut down by Hawail 


Women’s basketball lost 
72-59 in the Big West 
Tournament quarterfinals. 


KASON CLARK 
Editor 


Along with the fans barred from 
attending the Big West Tournament, 
the Titans’ offense did not show up 
as CSUF women’s basketball lost, 
72-59, to the Hawaii Rainbow Wa- 
hine in the quarterfinals at Walter 
Pyramid on Wednesday. With the 
loss, the Titans were eliminated 
from the tournament and a chance 
for the automatic bid in the NCAA 
Tournament. 

The Titans played just hours after 
news that the NBA season had been 
suspended after Utah Jazz player 
Rudy Gobert had tested positive for 
COVID-19, also known as the coro- 
navirus. Earlier that day, Cal State 
Fullerton announced that it had be- 
gun the process to move its class- 
es to virtual instruction in order to 
avoid the spread of COVID-19. 

“We try to explain to these kids 
to eliminate distractions this time 
of the year, especially when we got 
a game but it’s there,” said CSUF 
head coach Jeff Harada. “I think 
what they’re saying is the worst 
is yet to come and that’s the scary 
part.” 

Fullerton struggled —_ shooting 
throughout the game as they shot 
35.6% from the field. The Titans’ 
struggles began early as they shot 
2-for-13 on 15.4% shooting in the 
first quarter. This led to an 18-7 


deficit at the end of the quarter that 
the Titans could not overcome. 

“We weren't setting great screens 
in the first quarter, they were slip- 
ping the screens,’ Harada said. 
“They threw off our timing and our 
offense because of that.” 

The biggest indicator of the Ti- 
tans’ offensive struggles was Big 
West Player of the Year Raina Pe- 
rez’s shooting woes. Perez leads the 
Big West averaging 19.8 points per 
game. However, Hawaii held her to 
10 points on 4-for-20 shooting and 
0-for-4 from the three-point line. 
She also turned the ball over five 
times. 

“They always had a lot of players 
surrounding her,” Harada said. “She 
just had nowhere to go.” 

Taylor Turney led the Titans with 
16 points on 5-for-14 shooting and 
Aimee Book added 14 points of her 
own. Outside of Perez, Turney and 
Book, no other Titan scored more 
than six points. 

Meanwhile, the Rainbow Wahine 
went 47.1% from the field and 40% 
from the three-point line. Julissa 
Tago led Hawaii with 15 points on 
4-for-9 shooting and Nae Nae Cal- 
houn recorded 10 points and seven 
rebounds. Hawaii had a balanced 
attack with ten players scoring at 
least seven points, with 32 points 
being produced by their bench. 

Hawaii head coach Laura Bee- 
man believes her team’s shot selec- 
tion helped them reign in the Titans’ 
offense. 

“With shot selection comes the 
natural ability to stop a team like 
Fullerton’s transition,’ Beeman 


said. “It was less what we did de- 
fensively and what more did we do 
offensively.” 

It was Hawaii's first game of the 
tournament as they had a bye in 
the first round by virtue of clinch- 
ing the tournament’s fourth seed. 
Fullerton came into the game af- 
ter defeating Cal State Northridge 
the night before in the tournament’s 
first round. 

It was the third meeting between 
the teams this season. They split in 
the regular season as both teams 
won on their home courts. Hawaii 
won the first game on January 18, 
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79-72, and CSUF won, 70-64, on 
February 29. 

With the win, Hawaii advanced 
to the Big West semifinals at the 
Honda Center in Anaheim. On 
Thursday morning however, the 
Big West canceled the men’s and 
the rest of the women’s tournament 
as a further precaution against the 
spread of the coronavirus. 

The Titans finished their best 
season since the 1990-1991 season. 
Fullerton finished 17-13 for their 
first winning record since that sea- 
son. They went 8-8 in the Big West 
and clinched the tournament’s sixth 
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seed when some preseason polls 
picked them to finish last and miss 
the tournament. 

“IT don’t think this game takes 
away from the season we’ve had 
and the things we accomplished this 
year,” Harada said. 

With Perez and Turney and all 
the other players set to return next 
season, Fullerton looks to build off 
this year. 

“T think the season gave us a lot 
of confidence,’ Turney said. “We 
got everybody back, so this definite- 
ly motivates us to just push harder 
for next year.” 
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Carolyn Gill scored five points in her last game of the season on Wednesday at Walter Pyramid. 


Big West cance 


The tournaments were 
ended to hinder the 
spread of COVID-19. 


KASON CLARK 
Editor 


The Big West announced Thurs- 
day morning that it will immediate- 
ly suspend all spring sports indefi- 
nitely, as well as the cancelation of 
the men’s and women’s basketball 
tournament in order to contain the 
spread of COVID-19. 

“The main priority of the Big 
West Conference continues to be 
the health, safety and wellness of 
our student-athletes, coaches, ad- 
ministrators, fans and media,” ac- 
cording to the official press release 
from the Big West. 

The Big West was another 
NCAA conference that canceled its 
conference tournament, following 
the AAC, ACC, Big Ten, Big 12, 
Pac-12, SEC and Atlantic 10. The 
NCAA then canceled the NCAA 
Tournament, ending the men’s and 
women’s basketball seasons. 


The news came the day after the 
NBA suspended its regular season 
after Utah Jazz player Rudy Gobert 
tested positive for the virus. Today, 
it was announced that his teammate 
Donovan Mitchell had tested posi- 
tive as well. 

Cal State Fullerton also an- 
nounced on Wednesday its classes 
will be moved online to prevent the 
spread of the coronavirus. 

“Tt’s a tough situation and unprec- 
edented times that we are seeing 
across the world,’ said CSUF men’s 
basketball head coach Dedrique 
Taylor in a press release. “It’s disap- 
pointing of course, but the measures 
are necessary.” 

Both Big West tournaments were 
scheduled to take place from Thurs- 
day afternoon to Saturday night at 
the Honda Center in Anaheim. On 
Tuesday, the Big West announced 
both tournaments would take place 
but would be closed to the public as 
a precaution. 

The first two rounds of the wom- 
en’s tournament already took place 
on Tuesday and Wednesday at Wal- 
ter Pyramid atLong Beach State. 
CSUF women’s basketball played 
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both nights in front of an empty are- 
na. Their participation in the tour- 
nament ended with a loss to Hawati 
on Wednesday night. 

The second half of the women’s 
tournament was set to kick off on 
Friday with four teams left: UC Da- 
vis, UC Santa Barbara, Hawaii and 
Cal Poly San Luis Obispo. 

The CSUF men’s basketball team 
was set to start the men’s tourna- 
ment as they were scheduled to play 
Cal State Northridge at noon on 
Thursday. 

The tournament would have last- 
ed three days as Fullerton, CSUN, 
UC Irvine, UC Santa Barbara, UC 
Davis, Hawaii, UC Riverside and 
Long Beach State would have bat- 
tled for an automatic berth to the 
NCAA Tournament. 

The cancellation possibly ended 
the careers of Titans seniors Bran- 
don Kamga, Davon Clare, Jackson 
Rowe and Austen Awosika. 

“[m just confused and lost for 
words. It’s crazy that it all ended 
this way but it’s hard to be upset 
because it’s completely out of our 
control,’ Awosika said in a press 
release. 
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Men’s basketball ended before they could play in the Big West Tournament. 
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Canceled: Compensation offered for seniors 


CONTINUED FROM | 1 


As compensation for the lost 
season for student-athletes, the 
NCAA panel decided later on 
Friday that eligibility relief 
would be offered for athletes 
who participated in spring 
sports, meaning seniors would 
have an extra year of eligibili- 
ty if they seek to continue their 
athletic careers. Additional is- 
sues such as scholarships and 
roster space are to be finalized 
later. 

A following precaution made 
by the NCAA includes a re- 
cruiting dead period that bans 
in-person recruiting between 
coaches and prospects. Phone 
calls and written communica- 
tion are still allowed and the 
ban is temporarily set to be 
lifted on April 15. 

The Ivy League took to the 
forefront of COVID-19 pre- 
vention in American sports by 
being the first organization to 
cancel their men’s and wom- 
en’s_ basketball tournaments 
on Tuesday, immediately fol- 
lowing that order the day af- 
ter by canceling the remain- 
der of their spring competition 
schedule. 

Although it seemed preemptive 


at the time, the same _ phi- 
losophy soon followed suit 
throughout sports as many 
other leagues decided to sus- 
pend competitions amidst the 
outbreak. 


It was not until Wednes- 
day night, minutes before tip- 
off between the Utah Jazz and 
Oklahoma City Thunder that 
the initiatives placed seemed 
all but necessary when it was 


confirmed that Jazz center 
Rudy Gobert tested positive 
for the coronavirus. 

Shortly after, the NBA an- 
nounced an immediate sus- 
pension of the league that they 


OMAR SANCHEZ / DAILY TITAN 
Junior baseball catcher Austin Schell is one of many Titans whose season was cut short by the cancellation. 


will re-evaluate in 30 days. 

With the NBA as the first 
domino to fall on Wednesday, 
by the end of the week, nu- 
merous sports organizations 
such as the MLB and the NHL 
suspended or canceled their 
seasons. 

Earlier in the week, there 
was much speculation that 
competition in amateaur and 
professional leagues would 
still be completed with lim- 
ited access to spectators, a 
trend that initially started 
throughout many European 
soccer leagues. But, the ef- 
forts seemed futile consider- 
ing how the Italian football 
club Juventus defender Daniele 
Rugani tested positive for the 
coronavirus. 

It is a trying time in the 
sports world as many of the in- 
dustry’s top leaders and pro- 
fessionals scramble to come 
up with solutions regarding the 
pandemic. 

What once was seen as an 
outlet from the real world, the 
absence of sports now leaves 
a void for the spectators as 
league organizers attempt to 
navigate themselves through 
this unpredictable situation. 
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